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	1 July 2008

Prof Raymond Martyn

President

American Phytopathological Society

Dear Prof Martyn

At the commemoration of the Centenary of the American Phytopathological Society
On behalf of the International Society for Plant Pathology, I congratulate the American Phytopathological Society on reaching this centennial milestone.

One hundred years is a long time, and this centenary is something to be very proud of.  However, the contributions of the American Phytopathological Society are much, much greater than merely a century’s existence.

Your Society is pre-eminent as a world-leading plant pathology organisation.  The innumerable contributions of APS and its members have had wide benefits, at the level of individual research contributions, across the fields and forests of North America, and throughout the world.  No other professional organisation has done more to champion the science of plant pathology.  The APS has played key roles in the advancement of knowledge on plant disease.  These have been across the full spectrum of plant pathology, from stimulating basic understanding of pathogens and their interactions with hosts and the environment, to promoting practical plant disease management for alleviation of the problems that plant pathogens cause in food and fibre production, to convening professional forums and fostering communication amongst members that are the heart of professional organisations.

Of particular note from an international perspective is the very long and illustrious tradition of excellence in knowledge transfer that the APS has achieved.  Phytopathology and Plant Disease, along with the large body of plant pathology textual resources published by the APS Press, are prime examples.  Over many years, these publications have provided the core knowledge resources for plant pathology laboratories and working plant pathologists throughout the world.  The APS continues this tradition as a vibrant and modern knowledge transfer organisation at the highest level of excellence.

The APS has supported the initiatives and activities of ISPP since this Society was established in 1968.  This is only part of your Society’s international contributions, but I sincerely thank your members for this support throughout ISPP’s existence.  This Society looks forward to further commemorating the APS Centenary at the 9th International Congress of Plant Pathology, in Torino, Italy in August, in the Special Plenary Session “In celebration of 100 years of the American Phytopathological Society”.  As the ISPP enters its 5th decade, we especially look forward to strengthening our international partnership wit the APS. After all, “Life begins at 40”.

The ISPP consists of over 60 national and regional plant pathology and plant protection societies, representing more than 20,000 plant pathologists.  On behalf of the international plant pathology community, I congratulate the American Phytopathological Society on this very important occasion, both for plant pathology in North America and for our science discipline throughout the world.

With very best wishes

Prof Richard E Falloon
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